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CHAPTE R I 
INTRODUCTION 
In the study of such literature as the proohetic writ-
ings, it is heloful to attack them from the vantage point ot 
one basic concept. This enables one to steer clear of any 
oedantic involvement in unrelated facets of proohecy and to 
achieve a fresh aooroach to oroohecy in its widest comoass. 
The idea of a Day of Yahweh serves as Just such a basic 
conceot. To aooroach the prophetic writings 1n quest for 
the me aning and significance of this conceot ooens uo the 
broad oanorarna of oronhecy, and moves one to concern himself 
11th all that is involved in the nature ot prophecy. The 
Day of Yahweh occupies a point of great significance in 
prophecy, and one can scarcely deal with the proohetic writ-
ings aoart from coming to terms with this idea. 
Coupled with the nature of prophecy is the fe.ct that 
the Day of Yahweh plunges one into the whole character of 
eschatology 1n the Old Testament. It is in this conceot 
that the nature of Old Testament eschatology comes to 1ts 
fullest bloom. And 1t is likewise from this idea that New 
Testament eschatology receives its stimulus and shaoe. 
The puroose of this study is to deal with some of the 
problems relevant to this broad, oroohet1c idea. This in-
volves concerning ourselves ,1th the origin of the idea, 
and the form it took in the proohetic mind. As a result, 
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we have devoted the first chapter to an investigation ot cer-
' tain problems connected with the origin and background of the 
idea. In the second and third chaoters, our concern 1s with 
the conceot as it unfolds itself in the prophetic books. In 
both these chaotera, our intent 1s one of comoarison and con-
trast, 1n seeking both common and diverse elements in those 
orophets who specifically use the concept. And finally, in 
the fourth chapter, a synthesis is to be sought, in which 
certain s ignificant elements are singled out as bearing out 
the theological content of the Day of Yah,,eh. Thie involves 
particularly the eechatological asnects of the Day of Yahweh, 
and the de scr1otion of Yahweh' e personal aotiv1 ty. 
It should be noted that this study has its limitations. 
Within its brief compass, 1t would be quite impossible to 
cover, with any amount of thoroughness, all the significant 
study that has been devoted to the Day of Yahweh. We are only 
able to indicate certain significant contributions, particu-
larly as they throw light on our limited concern. At the same 
time, we could hardly claim to have exhausted the critical 
scholarship on the prophetic literature, but, to the extent 
that we are able, our intention has been to indicate it. 
Thus, in the dat1ngs of the books, and in the content itself, 
we have a ttemp ted. to note what certain ori tical scholarship 
has brought to bear uoon them. It does not necessarily imuly 
our acceotance of all that we note, but 1t does indicate that 
we recognize that it has an important bearing uoon our study. 
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Moat of this material has been incorporated in the footnotes. 
Our concern with the prophetic literature itself like-
wise meets, of necessity, certain limitations which are in-
escap able. It was necessary for us to become selective in our 
treatment of the various prophets. Thus, we have limited our-
selves to those oroohets who specifically make use of the pat-
terned phrase, "The Day of Yahweh." This is done, however, in 
full apprecia tion of the fact that the concep t has a strong 
be aring on the full sweep of prophetic 11 terature. 
The study is intended to untold with an apureciable amount 
of continuity. If our initial purpose is to concern ourselves 
with the b ackground of the concept, then we move from that to 
the prophets themselves, in order that the final chauter might 
draw to gether certain fruitful observations which will serve 
as a conclus ion to the study. It is in this manner that we 
feel the significant subject that confronts us oan be most ex-
peditiously dealt with. 
CHAPTER II 
UNDl~RLYING FACTORS DEALING 'TITH THE ORIGIN OF 
THE CONCEPT 
It is a contribution of the developmental aoproach to 
history that one should se a rch first of all for oriBins in 
attem~ting to study a oroblem such as the one that confronts 
us. Ho¥1ever, if the problem of origin is the primary concern 
of this chapt~r, it must be said that any pre-suppoe1tions of 
arbitrary emergence, which characterise the developmental and 
evolutionary views, do not supply the basic structure of this 
study. G. Ernest Wright has pointed out the weaknesses and 
misgiving s of such an aoproach to the Old Testament record.l 
Yet, when one approaches the prophetic writings, one be-
comes ai-,a re of the unique concern of the p rophets with the i-
dea of a Day of Yahweh. The problem becomes particularly com-
plicated ~hen one recalls that in the preprophetic records, 
there is an aoparent lack of such a unified concept. The ohrase 
"The Day of Yahweh" does not aopear in the ore-prophetic writ-
ings, although, as we shall point out later in this chapter, 
there are a few oossible parallels with another expression 
"in that day." Conjointly, the tremendous uplift of escha-
tology ~-,hich clusters around the employment of this ohrase is 
lo. Ernest Wright, !h!, .Qlg Testament Afa1nst .lli Env1ron-
!ruU1! (Chicago: Henry Regnery Company, 1950, op . 9 ff. 
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conceivably absent in the pre-prophetic record. 
But why this phrase suddenly looms up in the proohetic 
records, i ith no indica ted parallels before their time, is the 
Droblem tha t le a d s us to our concern about origins. An attempt 
must be made to bridge the gap, a.nd to e stabli eh some sort ot 
continuity between the ore-prophetic and orophetic writings. 
Some a ttempt mu s t be ma.de to determine the extent to ..rhich 
this concep t may have been in use prior to the prophets, and 
the form it took in the thinking of the oeople. 
The r e e arch of certain Old Testament scholars has at-
temp t ed to r esolve the o roblem of the snawning pools of the 
iae a . 2 Of noteworthy imoortance a.re the differing views or 
Hugo Gressman and Sigmund Mowinckel.3 Gressman advanced the 
thesis thAt, orior to the oroohets, Israel assimilated a world-
sween1ng e schatology from the Canaanites and Babylonians, which 
finally bec e~e embodied in her conceot of the Day of Yahweh.4 
2Helpful criticisms of significant theories on the Day of 
Yahweh c a n be found in H. Wheeler Robinson, Ineniration and 
Reve l a tion in the Old Testament (Oxford: Cl arendon Press, 
1946), pp. 138=r::i3-;-ana in Ladislav Cerny, The Day ot Yahweh 
.Elli!~ Relevll.llt Problems (V Praze: Nakladem Filosoficke 
Fakulty University Karlovy, 1948), pp. 27-52. 
3Greesmann•s thought is esooused 1n his book~ Ursorung 
der ,liidisch-israelit1schen Eschatolog1e (Gottingen, 1905). 
Inconnection with him the influence ot H. Gunkel, Schoofung 
~ Chaos l.!l Urzeit ~ Endzeit (Gottingen, 1895), is imoor-
tant. The theory of Mowinckel is found in his Psalmenstudien, 
1.!• J2il Thronbeeteigungsfeet Jahwaa und .ill!J: Ursorung ~ 
Eschatologie (Krietiania, 1922). 
4H. !heeler Robinson, on • .£.1,1., p. 139. 
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Mowinckel, on the other hand, posits the origin of the conceot 
within the cultus of Israel. At the annual New Year Enthrone-
ment Fe ast, which was specifioa.lly cul tio observance, the cli-
max was re ached with the declaration "Yahweh is King."5 As an 
extension of this cultic concept, the prophets were able to 
view the Day of Yahweh a s chiefly eschatological. There 1s, 
thus, a comoar a tive difference in the views of Gressmann and 
Mowinckel, the extent of which is such that "whereas Gressmann 
derive d the day from the eschatology, Mow1nckel derives the es-
chatology from the d ay. 116 
Other vie1:1s are similarly imoortant to note. T. H. Robin-
son fin d s the background for the concept in an eschatology tak-
en over from the Can aanites, and possibly even earlier, from 
the Babylonians.? Julius Morgenstern, working in a different 
direction, tra.ces its r elation with the mythological belief in 
a "victory of light over darkness, good over evil," as repre-
sented, for example, in the mythological b attle between Marduk 
and Tia.mat.8 J. M. Powis Smith points out that the Day of 
Yahweh is a gr an diose a ttemp t, upon the nart of Israel, to oro-
ject the oower of her God to its furthest limit, a.nn to insure 
5Ib1d., o. 140. 
6 Ib1d. 
?Theodore H. Robinson, Proohecy ~ .!h!, Proohets in Ancient 
Israel (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, n.d.), p. 197. 
SH. 1heeler Robinson, ,22. 21,!~, p. 143. 
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His suoer1or1ty over other nations and their gode.9 
These theories may be considered as representative of the 
concern a1rected to the milieu in which the concept was in-
itially cast. It may be that one can do little more than act 
on assumotion concerning this problem, but, at any rate, it 
arises, and challenges anyone who asoires to demonstrate the 
lmoortance of the Day of Yahweh to the early Hebrews and the 
Prophets who ore ached to them. 
It ls quite generally agreed that Amos is the first of 
the proohets to specifically employ the concept.10 At the 
same time, his harsq_ indictment of the people indicates the 
existence of a popularly accepted and yet vainly distorted 
view of the Day of Yahweh orior to his own time. This latter 
assumotion orompts us to an even greater concern with the whole 
background underlying the origin of the concept. It is con-
e sequently w1 th .Amos that we must begin in attempting to ex-
plicate this oroblem. 
In brief, Yahweh is to Amoe a God who acts on stringently 
moral lines. He is a God who measures ·ev~ything in terms of 
His covenant. 11 He acts neither altruistically nor arbi tra-
r1ly. Yab-,eh is the God who desires the obedience of His 
9J. M. P. Smith., "The Day of Yahweh," American Journal 
of Theology, V (190~,, 506-533. 
lOAmos 5: 18-20. 
11 In thi a connection Amos 3: 2 would nlay in strong in the 
interoretcBtion of his prophecy. 
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oeople. If they re f use to serve and obey Him, the Day ot 
Yahweh will be the day of their annihilation. But if, con-
versely, they r e spond in righteous obedience to Hie will, then 
their expectation of deliverance will come to fruition. 
'rhis conceu tion of Yahweh is the ooint at which we are 
able to pass back through Israel's history and to find some 
par allels between the "Yahweh of old" and the Yahweh who will 
come '11n that day. 11 It will become incre a singly apparent, as 
we do this, that an investigation of Israel's f aith in Yah ·eh 
is 1mnortant for uroviding the background for the prophetic 
Day of Yah ·reh. 
An e ssenti al part of the theme of the Old Testament is 
the inte r-re l ationship bet ~een Yahweh and Israel. The cove-
nant unite s the t wo 1n unuaralleled rela tionshi-p. Israel has 
no history in which Yahweh is not involved, either as judg ing 
or delivering her. And, a s Yahweh's covenant neoule, there le 
a strong note of accountability underlying her entire sta tus. 
She i s resoonsible to Yahweh in terms of His commandments and 
will. Thus, when Moses leads the oeople from EgyDt, it is 
through him tha t Yahweh soeaks: 
If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord your God, ana do that which is right in His 
eyes, and give heed to His commandments and keep 
all His statutes, I will out none of the diseases 
upon you, which I uut upon the Egyptians; for I am 
the Lord, your he aler. (Ex. 15:26)12 
12This quota tion and those tha t follow throughout are ta-
ken from the Revised Standard Version ( New York: Thoma s Nelson 
and <3ons, c. 1952). 
9 
In t he s ame sense, Israel is to have nothing to do with 
fore 1gn go a s , nor is she to mix a t ranrlo r.1 ·11th p~ople s out-
si de he r ot-m commun1 ty (Ex. 23: 23-24; 34:12-14). She 1s to 
be distinctly and eculiarly Y~hweh•s people alone. And, 1t 
she fulfills her role a s P.is people, then Yahweh promi ses her, 
"I will be an e ne my to your enemies ana an adversary to your 
aaver s arie s " (Bx. 23 : 22). 
The oro~i se of deliverance over aga inst her enemies took 
on sneclal co l oring in I s r ael' s f a ith. It found its fulle st 
e:xpr e 6s ion in t he De liverance from Egyp t. In the record of 
Israel' s :hi s tory, Yahweh is consistently described a s the God 
who brough t I sre.e l "out of the l and of F:gyp t. 1113 And the same 
miracle ., s t o continue to serve a s a touchstone by which the 
proohets and others would interpret Israel's history to her. 14 
Israel could not soon forget this thrilling act on her behalf. 
The migr a tory years, prior to the occupation of Canaan, 
the inheritance o f the l and itself, and the consolidation of 
the tribes unfolaed under t he immediate leadership of Yahweh. 
He is involved in Israel's every battle, and leads her to vic-
tory over the armies that stand in her way. Sihon, king ot 
the Amoritee, ann. Og, king ot Bashan, fall before her (Num. 21). 
The tribes in Canaan give way to her coming (Josh. 23:4.5). 
13The giving of the Law is significantly found in this 
contex~. Cf. Ex. 20:2 and Deut. 5:6. 
14Hosea 13:4 is only one of numerous later examoles. 
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The oeoole of Midian, the Ammonites, and the Philistines be-
come subservient to her (Judges 6-16). 
11 of th1s could serve to build up within Israel a f a lse 
sense of security, if she began to look at it apart from the 
covenant r el a t i onship and the personal responsibility which it 
involve d. Thus, simultaneous with Hie leadership in her vic-
tories, Yahweh's purpose le consistently to bring her back to 
a recognition of His intentions. And this He does by acts of 
judgment unon her. 
Such jungments from Yahweh imolnged consta.ntly upon 
Israel' s h istory. ever was she able to act long without hav-
ing her religious resnonsibillty recalled to her. When she 
made herself a f alse god in the "golden calf," Yahweh ·exoressed 
His wra th to Moses, "Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them" (Ex. 32:10). 
He permits the bowels of the earth to swallow up the family of 
Korah as an act of His judgment (Num. 16). He oronounces a 
stinging condemnation when He forbids a whole generation to en-
ter Canaan (Num. 32:13). And, as they finally enter Canaan, 
and meet opposition :from "the men of A1," they can do nothing 
until the surreptitious actions of Achan are exposed (Josh. 7-8 ). 
All of these incidents illustrate the proximity of Judg-
ment which hovers over Israel I s every motive and act. The same 
continues through the complete history of Israel as God's 
peoole. The record of the Judges shows how Israel exoerlenced 
hooe during the oeriod of the Shophetim, but met the wra th of 
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Yahweh in evil aaye (Judges 2:18). Solomon becomes conscious 
of the weighty ''lf '' tha t pervades his function as king of this 
people. Yahl\reh promises good de.ye if they fulfill their obli-
gation as Hie people. But lf they orove to be untrue, "Israel 
will be come a proverb and a byword among all peoples'' (I Kings 
9:7). The same c an be said for the oeriod of the Two Kingdoms, 
when Yah1.veh' s judgment is meted out in the Assyrian and Baby-
lonian onslaughts. 
Consistently, Yahweh' e purpose ls to have a peoole set 
apart for Himself. He stands for nothing halt-heartedly done. 
His oeoole is to be res9onsible, pure, and obedient. And it 
is this ve ry f acet of Yahweh's person that must be noted for 
an unde r s t anding of the Day of Yahweh. 
At the same time, ~ h ave indicated the extent to which 
Yah·,eh dieoersed the peoples who stood in Israel• e way if she 
remained obedient to Him. He seems always to have had the de-
sire to act in this manner for His people, and appears sorrow-
ful 1hen, inversely, He was constrained to punish them through 
their enemies. As we have no~ed above, the Deliverance from 
Egypt becomes a rallying point for the historical Israel in 
her relation to Yaht·1eh. More must be said about this to ex-
plicate further the pre-prophetic view of Yahweh. 
It is to Moses that Yahweh s peaks regarding the recalci-
trance of Pharaoh and the Egyptians: 
Then I will lay my hand upon Egypt and bring forth 
.!y hosts, My oeoole the 8ons of Israel, out o~ the 
land of ~gyot by great acts ot Judgment. And the 
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Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
stretch forth My hand U'Oon Egypt and bring out the 
oeople of Israel from among them. (Ex. 7:4-6) 
This Yahreh did, in actions that, to a great extent, re-
semble the prophetic depiction of the Day or Yahweh. The 
eighth and ninth plagues of locusts (Ex. 10:14) and darkness 
(Ex. 10: 22) are descriptive or media which Yahweh is again 
pictured a s using "in His Day. 11 And the great Day of Death 
( Ex. 1 2), when Yahweh swept through Egy'Ot with His angel and 
annihil ate d the first-born, is indicative or the wide sweeo 
His jurlgment could take. 
'I'hi s df! y I srael was orone to remember, nor was Yah weh con-
tent that they should ever forget it. The establishment of the 
Passover Fea st occurs in this context (Ex. 12-13), digging a 
furrow into Israel's mind that she might perpetually remember. 
Yahweh sue aka to them: 
Remember this day, in which you ceme out from 
£gyot, out of the house of bondage, for by strength 
of hand the Lord brought you out from this 
olace. (Ex. 13: 3) 
All of the adornment of the tabernacle, the ritual and the 
vestments, were to be dedicated to Yahweh "who brought them 
forth from the l and of Egypt 11 (Ex. 29: 45. 46). The appointment 
of the Levites, in similar fashion, is found in this connec-
tion (Num. 8). The Great Deliverance was to be an act tied up 
w1 th the very life of Israel. 
And orecisely this it became. Israel was to find in this 
great act the basis for her view of Yahweh. Instead of cursing 
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Israel, Ba l a am ie constrained to say: 
Go d bring s him out of Egyp t; 
he has a s it were the horns of the wild ox, 
he shall e a t up the n a tions his adversaries, 
and shall bre ak their bones in pieces, 
an d o ierce them through with his arrows. 
He couche d , he l ay do1,om like a lion, 
and like a lione es; who will rouse him up? 
Ble ssed be eve ry one who blesses you, 
and cursed be every one who curses you. (Num. 24:8.9) 
Again, ,,,hen Mose s gDt hers the people together in t he 
Arabah , his word s show tha t Yahweh is greater than any other 
existent deity. He ie that God whose mighty acts became con-
crete in the Gre a t Deliverance. 
Or h a s any god ever a ttempted to go and t ake a 
na tion for himself from the midst of another nation, 
by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by 
a mi ghty hand and an outstretched arm, and by gre a t 
terrors, according to a.11 tha t the Lord your God 
di d f or you in Egypt before your eyes? (Deut. 4 :34) 
This tremendous sense of Yahweh's delive ring power wa s 
intrica t e ly linked up with the God whom Israel c ame to know. 
It found e xnr es sion in the piety of such simole people a s Han-
nah , the wife of Elkanah. She orays at Shiloh: 
He will gua r d t he feet of His faithful ones; 
but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 
for not by mi ght shall a man orevail. 
The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; 
ag a inst them He will thunder in he aven. 
The Lord will judge the ends ot the e a rth; 
He will give strength to His king, 
and exalt the power ot His anointed. (I Sam. 2:9-10) 
A short time l a ter, King Da vid was to sense this same confi-
dence in the Yahweh who would continue to deliver him from his 
enemies on the ba sis of the covenant rela tionship (II Sam . 
23: 23). 
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This phase ot Yahweh's activity is directly related to 
His work as the "electing God. 11 He cuts down Israel's enemies 
because she is His peoole. And it Re is later pictured as 
doing this in the Day of Yah eh, it is never a Judgment arbi-
trarily and canriciously performed. It i s always in terms of 
His covenant with His people. For, to Yahweh, as we have at-
temoted to show, the o rimary matter is the reeoonse of obed~-
ence. And it is when His people become most oblivious to their 
answerab i l i ty before Him that He concurs in the attacks ot 
foreign peoples to bring them back to a recognition of their 
obliga tions as His peoole. 
It is at thia .point that Israel loses sight of the nris-
tine conce ption of Yahweh. She was 1 ·1ont to remember only His 
miraculous delivering oower, and to forget the personal ac-
countability tha t perme ated her lite. And, projecting all of 
this into a f uture day, she was able to construct her own mis-
directed. e schatology centered in what she felt the Day of Yah-
weh would be. It is to this confused sense of Yahweh's ac-
tivity tha t Amos resurrects his strictly· theocentric conceot 
of the Day of Yahweh.15 
Thus, the Yahweh, whom the prophets oicture as coming 
11 in tha t d ay,'' is essentially the same Yahweh who addressed 
153ee the more detailed <'f 1scuss1on of Amos' · use of the 
concep t in Chapter II. 
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Himself to the Israel of old.16 Re is a God who cells for 
obedience from His oeoole, and who must Judge them for their 
disobedience. And yet, He is a God, who, on the very grounds 
of the covenant, reaches out with promise to His people, that, 
if they follow Him, He will restore them, and cast their ene-
mies out before them. He is a God who both punishes and de-
livers. And, as this t wo-fold thread of activity is present 
with Him in the days of old, so, we shall see in a succeed-
ing chaot e r,17 He is o ictured as acting in the D!!iy of Yahweh. ~ 
But, if the Yahweh who will come "in that day" will be 
essentially the s ame a s the Yahweh who manifested Himself to 
an e arlier Israel , the problem still remains that the prophets 
picture His activity in the framework of a distinctively de-
veloped eschatology. The problem as to the source of this 
strong e s chatological sense is not an easy one. 
One se arches almost in vain to flnd some sort of escha-
tological sensitivity 1n the p re-prophetic records to cope 
with that which is found in the proohets. Perhaps the nesr-
e st parallel is in Deuteronomy,18 where Yahweh says to Moses: 
16Thi s will become clearer from the prophetic side as we 
treat them individually. The proohet Obadiah 1s the one ao-
oarent exception, and presents a oroblem from this angle. 
17This matter is discussed more at length in Chaoter IV. 
1BThe dating of Deuteronomy would have a bearing upon this 
observation. It may be that the slim reference to anything 
like the orophetic Day ot Yahweh 1e a point against assigning 
it a later nate. 
16 
Then My anger will be kindled against them in 
that day, and I will forsake them and hide My 
f ace from them, and they will be devoured; and 
many evils and troubles will come upon them, so 
that they will say in that day, 'Have not these 
evils come uuon us because our God is not among 
us?' An d I will surely hide My face 1n that day 
on account of all the evil which they have done, 
because they have turned to other gods. (Deut. 31:17.18) 
Although this pas s age has a unique t wist of re aching out to 
the future, even it is not comp arable to the finality ot the 
Day of Yahweh a s deo icte d by some of the ?roohets. 
I f the an swe r is not to be found in the pre-prophetic re-
cords, one c an do little more than act on the basis of assump-
tion. 'Phu s , many scholars have sought the answer in wha t Is-
r ael ma y hav e assimilated from other oeonle s.lq Still others 
have a ttemnt ed to describe its source in terms of a gro ~th in 
the understand ing of Yahweh.20 
One, oerhao e, does best by giving as theocentric an answer 
as nos sible, for the Old Testament remains a decidedly theo-
centric book. Thus, if the prophets were, as they claimed, 
''mouthpieces of Yahweh," so that Yahweh could touch the lip s 
of Isaiah (Is. 6:7), command Jeremiah to speak {Jer. 1:7), 
and Ezekiel to e a t the scroll containing his message (Ez. 3:1), 
and put confidently into the mouths of others a "Thus saith 
1 9,.ve h~.ve attemp ted to point to the chief theories in 
this resoect above. 
20E.g., J.E. Fison, The Christian Hone (New York: Long-
mans, Green, and Co., 1954),o. 36. 
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the Lord," it might be assumed that this was His own disoen-
sat1on, that the time was r1gh t for e echatology, with the 
Kairoe ot the Incarnation a short skip over a tew generations. 
It may be that the prophets took hold of that concept which 
the oeoole were so gre atly cherishing, and gave to it a dis-
tinctly theocentric emphasis. In any case, the latter 1e 
imoortant, for Yahweh was wont to show, through His proohets, 
that, a s in the pas t, He would both Judge and deliver "in His 
day. II 
CHAPTER III 
THE DAY OF YAHWEH IN PRE-EXILIC PROPHETS 
AMOS 
It h a s become apoarent above that Amos represents a de-
cided reversal of what the popular mind anticioated in the 
coming of the Day of Yahweh. In a sense, his view is repre-
sentative of what this concept would become for most of the 
prophets. The Day of Yah~eh would be a day on which no cas-
ual indifference could fe ast, but r ather one with dreadful 
and t e lling imnlica tione. 
Under Jerobo am II, Israel reached the zenith of her oros-
oerity.l She found herself at last extricated from the damp-
ening bola of Dama scus, and saw her borders extend even as far 
as Ha.math in Syria ( II Kgs. 15: 25. 28). "Egypt was too weak to 
interfere, and Assyria had not yet begun the movement which 
ended in the conquest of Pale etine. 1t2 The time was rioe for 
that kind of thinking which bore national! stic overtones. Is-
rael wa s to view herself as a peoole finally recovering the 
lThe oroohecy of Amos falls during the reign of Jero-
boam II. Bewer olacea hie reign from 784 to 744 B.C., and 
sets the time of Amoa• call about 750 B.C. See Julius A. 
Bewer,"The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II,• Haroer's 
Annotated Bible (New York: Harper and Brothers, o. 1949), o. 15. 
2w. o. E. Oe sterley and Theodore H. Robinson, &i Intro-
duction ll _1h!. B)oks 2L lh!!, Old Testament (New York: The Mac-
millan Co., 1934, p. 363. 
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splendor which characterized the Dav1d.1c reign. 
Such being the case, Yahweh Himself was del1m1 ted to the 
sphere of her narrow thinking. If there was to come a Dey ot 
Yahweh, 1 t would, as far as the oeoole were concerned, be a 
day on which Yahweh would bring to final subm1 salon all the 
enemies of Israel, and would extend her own sway to the utmost. 
This kind of thinking had a telling effect on the 11fe 
and soirit of the people. It tended to plunge them into a 
security which was 111-f'ounded. 11The infatuation of the peo-
ple 1s exposed in desiring the •nay ot Jehovah,' as though 
that could be anything but an interposition in their favor. M3 
Consequently, her whole moral life suffered to such an extent 
that Amos was wont to speak out against it in stinging vitu-
peration. He 1nd1ctA her as knowing no concern tor her lower 
classes (2:6), and of concurring in complacent immorality (2:7). 
Re points to the women of Samaria as being such as "oopre es the 
poor, who crush the needy, who say to their husbands, 1Bring, 
that we may drink!• 11 (4:1) 
But, above all, Israel was guilty of what John Bright has 
designated as a diseased theology.4 She had allowed herself 
to become involved in a futile mechanization ot the covenant.5 
3s. R. Driver, .An Introduction .12, !!l!. Literature of!!!!. 
Q!g Testament (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1922f, p. 315. 
4John Bright, The Kingdom .2l,Q2g (New York: Ab1ngdon-
Cokesbury Press, 1953), pp. 59-60. 
5Ib1d., pp. 64-65. 
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It had become for her a covenant with no moral qualifications 
attached. She had become dissipated with the false security 
which results. 
Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 
and to those who feel secure on the 
mountain of Samaria. (6:1). 
But, for Amos, 11 the covenant is not mechanical and in the 
nature of things; it is a bilateral, moral agreement and can 
be voided. tt6 The covenant is a living relationship existing 
between Israel and Yahweh. The covenant involves a personal 
beloneing uoon the uart or Israel, and it is this personal link 
with Yahweh tha t forms the very matrix of her accountability. 
You only have I known 
of all the families of the earth; 
therefore I will punish you 
for all your iniquities. (3:2) 
To bring His people back to a realization of their obliga-
tions, Yahweh sent famine (4:6), drought (4:7.8), blight and 
mildew (4:9), pestilences like those in Egypt (4:10), and con-
awning destruction reminiscent of Sodom and Gomorrah (4:11). 
But, after it all, He is described as saying, "yet you did not 
return to me" (4 :6, 8-11). He shows Amos the vision of the 
basket of summer fruit, and interprets it for him in intensely 
personal t erms: 
The end has come upon My people Israel; 
I will never again pass by them. 
The song s of the temnle shall become wailings 
in that day. (8:2.3) 
6Ibid., p . 65. 
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If Israel had become oblivious to her oersonal obliga-
tion to Ye~hweh, and if, as John Punnett Peters ha s observed, 
she was living 11in a fool's paradise,"7 then Amoa could do 
little more than spring the complete reversal ot the nature 
of the Day of Yahweh upon them. 
·loe to you who desire the day of the Lord! 
Why would you have the day of the Lord? 
It is darkne ss and not light; 
a s if a man fled from a lion, 
and a bear met him; 
or went into the house and leaned with his 
h and against the wall, 
and a serpent bit him. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it? (5:18-20) 
The utter antithetical character of darkne es over against 
light, in addition to the gradations of danger observed by 
Amos, combine to c ast his concep t of "the day" into a back-
ground of forebo ding gloom. In his terms there is no escape 
from Yahweh's judgment, regardless of what the people may have 
conceived concerning the nature of the Day of Yahweh. With 
all of the force oossible, Amos preaches the holiness of Yah-
weh's person. 
Er 1 s t einer der gewalt1gsten Buss - und Gerichts-
prediger Israels. Das 1nnerste Wesen Gottes 1st 
ihm strenge Gerecht1gke1t im weitesten Sinne 
des Worte s. 8 
7John Punnett Peters, The Religion of 1h!, Hebrews (Cam-
bridge: Harvard University Press, 1932), o . 431. 
8Ernst Sellin, Einle1tung in daa Alte Testament, bear-
beitet von Leonhard Rost (Heidelberg: Quelle u. Meyer, 
1950), p . 128. 
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Before Yahweh's righteousness, Israel races nothing short 
ot doom. Amoe holds out repentance as the only alternative to 
destruction. 9 
Seek good, and not evil, 
tha t you may live; 
and so the Lord, the God of hoete, will be with you, 
a s you have said. (5:14) 
The judgment of the Day of Yahweh thus focuses first of 
all unon I s r ael. And, it is in olace to observe, as most have 
done, that Amos io the fi~st to turn the consuming fire of Yah-
weh's jutlgment upon Israel herself'. Israel's unique relation-
ship with Yah,reh makes it impera tive that Judgment should be-
gin with her. At the same time, Amos p ictures Yahweh's Judg-
ment a s t aking a wide sweep , spreading also to such nations as 
Damascus, Phili stta, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, and Judah (1-2). 
Thus, for him the Day of Yahweh will ca.11 the nations to ac-
count, but will put his own people primarily in the s potlight 
of Judgment. 
ISAIAH 
From Amos to Isaiah is but a brief soan ot a few 
9It should be noted that for many Amos is chiefly a 
prophet of doom, since such rays of hope as those in chanter 
five and in the closing verses of chapter nine are taken to 
be later additions, out in by someone who wished to relieve 
the dark oicture the prophet had painted. See Theodore H. 
Robinson, r>roohecy .f!!lg, the Proohets !!l Ancient Israel, o. 71, 
and Julius A. Bewer, !h!. Literature si.t. !h!, .Q.!g Testament 
(New York: Columbia University Preas, c. 1938), p. 93 for 
examoles. 
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years.lo In view of this, the influence of Amos upon Isaiah 
has become commonly recognized. 
As a young ma n, Isaiah was decisive ly influenced 
by Amos and Hosea, who orophesied in Israel as 
Isaiah wa s entering manhood. With eyes ooened 
by t hem he saw cle arly into the social and religious 
conditions of hie o~m Judean environment, so simila r 
to t hose in the Northern Kingdom; the oppression 
of t he ooor and the mlscarriage of Justice; the ee l-
f i sh indulgence of the rich and the craving after 
we alth and power; the materialistic view or life 
and it s indifference to God; superstition and 
i dol a trous pr actices and soulless worehip.11 
I nternally, t herefore, the conditions c alled forth Isa-
iah' a s trengthened pr e aching of the Day of Yahweh. And e xte r-
nally, wi th t he events of the nyro-Ephraimi tic ~·Tar, the f all 
of the Northe rn Kingdom, an d the imminent danger sensed in t he 
rise of Assyria, the time was oropitious to call t he oeoo le to 
Relf- scrutinization through the preachment of 11 the Day." 
In c hau t e ra t Ho and thirteen we find Isaiah' e usage of 
the Day of Yah1eh coming to its focua.12 It is here, in par-
ticular, tha t we a re able to observe what this day would in-
volve for h1m. 
lO A.ccording to Bewer, I sa i ah prop hesied between 738 and 
701 B.C., and possibly thereafter. Julius A. Bewer , "The Book 
of I sai ah Volume I, 11 aaroe r• s Annotated Bible ( New York: 
Harper and Brothers, c. 1950), p . 9. 
llibid. See also J. M. Powis Smith,~ Proohets and 
Their Ti mes ( second edition; Chicago: The Univers ity of 
Chicago Press, c. 1941), ·p. 88. 
12It, of course, would not be o roper to limit the conceot 
to these two chap t e rs. We select these t wo, in which the for-
malized ohra se is used, merely as a matter of convenie nce. 
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In chaoter two, after Isaiah has been confronted with a 
vision of universal peace, the thought turns to the Day or 
Yahweh. Seriousness overtakes the elation which preceded. 
The prophet turns to admonish his people before the encroach-
ing Judgment of ''the Day. tt He delineates for Judah the sins 
in ,-rhich they have been involved. They have t E>...ken up evil 
divina tion (2:6), and have found in their wealth a new object 
of devotion ( 2:7). They have turned from Yahweh to serve 
their own i dols ( 2 :8). But, most tragic of all, 1s the pride 
th~t accompanies their indifference, and it is here that Isa-
iah is led to speak of the Day of Yahweh as a day 1n which 
every type of nriae will be liquidated. 
For the Lord of hosts has a day 
again st all that is proud and lofty, 
against all tha.t is lifted up and high. ( 2: 12) 
It is s ignificant, as J. Philip Hyatt has no1nted out, 
that Isai ah's sensitivity to oride leads him to think of all 
that is exalted in nature, so that the prophet sees the Day 
of Yah weh embracing even those elements in the natural world 
which evince thoughts of greatnesa.13 It will be a day 
against all the cedars of Lebanon, 
lofty and lifted up; 
and against all the oaks of Bashan; 
against all the high mountains, 
and against all the lofty hills; 
agains t every high tower, 
and against every fortified wall; 
against all the ships of Tarsh1Ah, 
and against all the beautiful craft. ( 2 :13-16) 
13J. Philip Hyatt, Proohetic Religion (New York: Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, c. 1947), p . 102. 
25 
If th1e 1e the case, then the Day ot Yahweh w111 be that 
kind of day on which there will be a final upsetting ot pride, 
a day on which Yahweh Himself is recognized as over all things. 
And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, 
and the p ride of men shall be brought low; 
and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 
( 2: 17) 
And those who f ace the Day of Yahweh will throw their idols 
to the moles and bate, and. will flee to the strongest shelters 
available, the caves and cliffs (2:20.21). For, when Yahweh 
comes, He will come in wrath to terrify all the earth before 
Him ( 2: 21). 
In chaoter. thirteen, the terms again are catastrophic. 
The cl a.ah of the nations in battle serves as the immedi ate 
point from which the proohet views the Day of Yah ,eh. And, 
it may be said, tha t here the unique element in this proohetic 
conceot evidences itself, that though immediately the prophet 
has in mind the destructive forces of conquest to the extent 
that the concept le found within the prophecy ot Babylon's 
doom, yet there appears to be something much more final and 
cataclysmic in his description of · the Day of Yahweh. 
Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; 
as destruction from the Almighty it will 
come! (13:6) 
The Day of Yahweh will be accompanied by tragedy. It 
will fill men with terror (13:7), and will bring with it the 
severest kind of pain (13:8). It will be a day on which Yah-
weh's wrath will be kindled to its utmost, so that there will 
be nothing short ot utter desolation (13:9). And, 1n terms 
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that are reminiscent of Amos, it will be a day ot darkness 
rather than light.14 
For the stars of the heavens and their constellations 
will not give their light: 
the sun will be dark at its rising 
and the moon will not shed its light (13:10). 
At the same time, it will be a day affecting nature. The Day 
ot Yah eh will come accompanied by the disruptions ot tornado 
and e a rthq uake. 
Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 
and the earth will be shaken out or its place (13:13). 
As in Amoe the Day of Yahweh will call Israel to account, 
so we can conclude that, tor Isaiah, the Day ot Yahweh will be 
a day of judgment first and foremost upon his own people, 
Judah.15 The same force ot accountability which we found in 
Amoa, is again found in Isaiah. Yahweh's desire is to have a 
people which worship s Him alone, and the Remnant which will 
survive ''the Day 11 will be just such a kind ot peop le.16 
As for the other nations ot the world, if the observa tion 
ot R. H. Charles is correct, the idea of a universal Judgment 
is forei gn to Isaiah's thought. 
14cr. Amos 5: 20. 
15R. H. Charles, A Critical History 2.I.. the Doctrine ot 
A Future Life (London: Adam and Charles Black, 1899), op. 89tt. 
16The Remnant idea ls, ot course, essential to Isaiah's 
prophecy. It would take us too far afield to trea t it in 
detail here, but 1 t must be seen as h aving a strong bearing 
Upon his concep t of the Day ot Yahweh. 
27 
Judgment, it is true, will be executed on EgYPt, 
Ethiooia, Tyre, Philistia, Moab, and Syria, and 
all nations will be concerned in Yahwe' B purpose 
of 'breaking Assyria.• These nations, however, 
are dee.l t with by the prophet only .!n relation 
12. his Q!!!l neon le .17 
In any case, Isaiah continues in the same vein as Amos, in 
making this day a deeply religious one tor his own people, 
and filling it with Yahweh's own content. 
ZEPHANIAH 
·Jhen Zephaniah began to prophesy, Josiah had Just short-
ly come to the throne.18 Internally, conditions were in a 
decadent state. Pagan elements from the worship ot Baal and 
Moloch were grafted into the religious life of Israel. To-
gether with this, the people assimilated foreign customs which 
were contrary to laws laid down for the community life ot Is-
rael. The political leaders, false prophets, and unfaithful 
priests led the neople into indifferentiem, and catered to 
their cravings for material things. It was an age of crass 
syncretism.19 
17R. H. Charles, .2.2.• cit., p. 91. 
18Bewer dates Josiah's reign from 637 to 607 B.C. see 
Julius A. Bewer, ''The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II, 11 
p. 9. A slight fluctuation of a year should be noted, however. 
H. W. Robinson dates it trom 638 to 608 B.C. see H. Wheeler 
Robinson, The Q1g, Testament: ~Making~ Meaning (Nashville: 
Cokesbury Press, 1937), p. 101. The former places the begin-
ning ot Zeohaniah'e activity about 627-626. 
19Julius A. Bawer, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets 
Volume II," p. 9. 
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On the outside, the most ominous and disturbing force 
has been t aken by many to be the SCythian invasion.20 Ac-
cording to Herodotus, they were migrating at this time, and 
their movement s tirred up, in turn, the peoples that had to 
give way to them.21 John Punnett Peters has given a note-
worthy descrio tion of the effect this had on some ot the 
prophets: 
The Scythien inva sion in the last quarter of the 
seventh century gave, in the hands ot the Prophets, 
a new meaning and a oeculia r coloring to the 
doctrine of the Day of Yahweh. This new and 
myeterioue nation, coming from the unknown 
r egions of the north, with its wild appearance, 
its strange and inhuman ways, and its irresistible 
onse t, shaking end overturning all the stable 
powers of the earth, became to Zephaniah and 
Jeremiah both the fulfillment and the picture ot 
the day of the j udgment of Yahaweh.22 
These conditions, external and internal, prompt from 
Zephaniah perhap s the sharpest emphasis found in any of the 
prophets on the Day of Yahweh.23 Whether, as H. H. Rowley 
indicates, Zephaniah accumulates under the phrase "The Day ot 
20At the same time the disturbance found in the rise ot 
Babylon should be noted. 
21Be• . ..,er, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II," 
P• 9. 
22John Punnett Peters, .Q.!l• .£.!!., p. 433. 
23cf. Sellin, .Q:Q• £1!., p. 140 and Oesterley· and Robin-
son, An Introduction !Q. ~ Books SlI. the Old Testamant, 
o. 402. 
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Yahweh" e.11 of which the orophets before him s:poke,24 the 
tact remains that there ls something climactic in his employ-
ment of the concept. 
The phrase "The Day or Yahweh" occurs in 1:7 and 1:14, 
and in a modified form in 1:18. The ?rophecy begins with a 
universal sweep of Judgment, which narrows to focus B?eo1f-
1cally uoon Judah. Zeohan1ah exposes the sin of Judah as 
lying 1n her idola try (1:4.6), and in her consequent indiffer-
ence toward Yahweh {1:6). As a result, he preaches the prox-
imity of the Day of Yahweh, which is going to be a particular-
ly unique day because Yahweh has prepared it as a Feast Day. 
Be silent before the Lord God! 
For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord h as prepared a sacrifice 
and consecrated his guests. (l:?) 
It is obvious that the victims who will be consumed at 
this feast are the people of Judah. Driver draws them togeth-
er as they are broken down in classes. Included are 
court officials, who either aped foreign fashions or were 
foreigners themselves, and who tfere addicted to corruotion 
and intrigue; the merchants resident in Jerusalem; and 
Jews sunk 1n irreligious indifferentiam.25 
At the same time, the "guests" at the feast might be 
taken to be the Scythians, to whom we have oointed above. In 
any case, the wailing in the streets of Jerusalem will be 
24H. H. Rowley,~ Relevance 2.f. Apocalyotio (second 
edition; London: Lutterworth Press, 1947), p. 22. 
26 s. R. Driver, _22 • .£!!., p. 341. 
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unbearable 1n the Day ot Yahweh. Even the mightiest ot its 
men will exoer1enoe uninhibited terror. 
The great day of the Lord 1s near, 
near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
the mi ghty man cries aloud there. (1:14) 
For Zeph ani ah the J)a.y of Yahweh is imminent and dreadful. 
It is a Dies Irae,26 and he foretells its gloom 1n highly de-
sor1ot1 ve terms. 
A aay of wrath is that day, 
a nay of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devast ? tion, 
a nay of darkness and gloom, 
a nay of clouds and thick darkness, 
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements. (1:15.16) 
All of this is to come uoon Judah simoly because they have 
become oblivious to their selt-1dent1fioat1on with Yahweh. 
And, if that is the case with Yahweh1 s own oeople, it holds 
also for all peooles in general. 
I will bring distress on men, 
so that they shall walk like the blind, 
because they have sinned against the Lord. (1:17) 
Chanter two bears out this idea of Yahweh's universal 
concern as it gives a detailed analysis of the judgment as 1t 
will be meted out upon oeoples outside of Judah. This reaches 
its clim~x in a widely expanded description of Yahweh's wrath 
in chapter three. 
26zephan1ah• e oroohecy of the Day of Ysbweh served as 




For My decision 1s to gather nations, 
to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them My indignation, 
all the heat or My anger; 
for 1n the fire or My Jealous wrath 
all the earth shall be consumed. (3:8) 
But, for Zeohan1ah, the Day or Yahweh does not reach its 
final expression merely in the wrath or Yahweh. Its ultimate 
purpose 1e the survival or a raithtul remnant or people, who, 
in truth, shall serve Yahweh 1n every way. The idea or a 
remnant is a s1gn1ricant part or his prophecy, and 1e impor-
tant to note for his view of the Day or Yahweh. 
For I will leave in the midst of you 
a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name ot the Lord, 
those who are left in Israel. (3:12)27 
The Day of Yahweh in Zephaniah's prophecy takes on an 
emphatic universal scope.28 Although Judah 1s singled out 
initially, the prophet makes 1t clear that the Judgment of 
that day faces all the peoples of the world. It 1s in this 
that we move somewhat in a different direction rrom both Amos 
and Isaiah, for whom the Day of Yahweh was delineated more 1n 
terms of their o~m oeople. 
At the same time, the direction ot the prophet 1s toward 
27Ae in certa in sections of Amos, many feel that 3:8-20 
is a later addition, giving some note or hooe to Zeohaniah's 
otherwise gloomy message. Cf. H. Wheeler Robinson, The Old 
Testament: Its faking ,md Meaning, p. 102. 
28cr. Bewer, ~ Litera ture of the Old Testament, o. 137, 
and R. l:i. Charles, .QI?.• .ill, p. 97. 
-
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a thoroughly eechatological emohasis. The Day ot Yahweh is 
less any extraordinary day or Yahweh's work, and more the 
ultimate day of His activity. It may be noted that this 1a 
where the unique character ot Zephaniah's prophecy lies.29 As 
George Adam Smith remarks, Zephaniah's book "is the first ting-
ing of prophecy with apooal7Pse.•30 The distinctive place that 
he takes up in the line of prophets is well summed up by 5ellin: 
Das Buch ZephanJae 1st von grosser Bedeutung tur unsere 
Kenntniss der Israel1t1sohen Vorstellungen vom Tage Jahwes. 
Es beweist, dase er sohon in vorexilischer Zeit und wieder-
um auch achon vor Jedem Propheten alee eine universale · 
Weltkataetrophe autgetasst wurde, von der weder Israel 
noch die Natur verschont werden, a~f der aber e1n gerettetes, 
neuee Gottesvolk hervorgehen. soll. 
29cr. Oeeterley and Robinson, An Introduction to !h!!, Books 
.Q,! ~ Old Testament, p. 402. -
30oeorge Adam Smith, "The Book ot the Twelve Proohets 
Volume II,•• The Exooeitor• s Bible (London: Hodder and Stoughton; 
1898), p. 49:--
31 se llin, .QQ• cit. , p. 140. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE DAY OF YAHWEH IN EXILIC AND POST-EXILIC PROPHETS 
EZ~KIEL 
The oroohecy of Ezekiel, son ot Buzi, affords e unique 
vantage uolnt for looking at the Day ot Yahweh in the pro9hets. 1 
It le here that we find a ~rouhet who operates not merely with 
an intuition of imminent danger to himself and hie people, but 
ls persona lly involved in the vicissitudes ot captivity. From 
banishment on .,the banks of the River Chebar in Babylon, Ezekiel 
is able to scan the whole flow ot historical events in which 
hie people and other nations are caught up, and is moved to 
speak of the Day of Yahweh as it applies to them. It may be 
observed that the idea is pertinently real to him and those to 
whom his message is addreesed.2 
As 1n Isaiah, Ezekiel's proohecy focuses on the Day of 
Yahweh particularly in two chapters. We tind the idea brought 
out chiefly in the thirteenth and thir~ieth chapters. An 
investigation of these chapters will allow for certain summariz-
ing remarks regerding his usage of the concept. 
lH. w. Robinson holds that Ezekiel orcphesied trom 592 
to at least 570 B. c., after his deportation to Babylon in the 
year 597 B. C. See H. Wheeler Robinson, The ~ Testament: Its 
Making and Meaning, u. 220. 
2The same would hold true ot Jeremiah, whom we have not 
attempted to treat because of the limitations of this study. 
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In chapter thirteen, Ezekiel turna to the deception ot 
the false prophets. We have seen above that, tor Amos, the 
condemnation is in general against the blatant security of 
the oeople. Here Ezekiel turns against Judah's associations 
ot talae prophets as being the ones who have led the oeople 
into complaoeny. They are prophets who have snoken devoid 
ot authority, and have consequently plunged the people into 
a drastic state of affairs. 
Woe to the foolish nroohets who follow their own 
ao1rit, and have seen nothing! Your nrophets have 
been like foxes among ruins, O Israel. (13:3.4) 
The aeceptive character of these nrophets has affected 
all that they ever attempted to oreach to the people. 
Because, yea, because they have misled my people, 
saying, 'Peace,• when there is no peace; and because, 
when the oeople build a wall, these prophets daub 
it with whitewash; say to those who daub it with 
whitewash that it shall fall! There will be a deluge 
of r a in, great hailstones will fall, and a stormy 
wind break out; and when the wall falls, will it 
not be s a id to you, 'Where is the daubing with which 
you da ubed it?' (13:10-12) 
And, as f a r as the Day of Yahweh ls concerned, which seems 
to irnoly immediately the destruction ot Jerusalem in 586,3 
the false prophets have left the people with little fortifi-
cation to face 1 t. 
You have not gone up into the breaches, or built 
up a wall for the house of Israel, tha t it might· 
stand in battle in the day of the Lord. (13:5) 
It 1e significant to note that Ezekiel brings many or the 
3cr. H. Wheeler Robinson, Inspiration !!!!,g Revelation !!l 
lb!. Old Testament, p. 136. 
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facets or h1s oronhecy 1ithin the compass of the indiv1dual.4 
Thus, if both Amos and Isaiah can snotlight the Day of Yahweh 
as being f irst of all uoon Israel and Judah, Ezekiel tends to 
narrow the circle even more so, and to focus upon specifio 
individuals within Judah. Thus the false nropbets are singled 
out for soecial Judgment at the coming of Yahweh. 
Thus will I spend my ,·rrath upon the wall, and upon 
those who have daubed it with whitewash; and I will 
s~ to you, The wall is no more, nor those who daubed 
it, the orophets of Israel who prophesied concerning 
Jerus alem and saw visions of peace :for her, when 
there was no pe ace, says the Lord God. (13:15 . 16) 
In chapter thirty, on the other hand, we meet the world-
embracing scope of the Day of Yehweh. 
·/ail, 1 Al a s for the day! 
For the nay 1s near, 
the d ay of the Lord le near; 
it will be a day of clouds, 
a time of doom :for the nations. (30:3) 
Initially, the oroohet has in mind the great empire of Egyot, 
which hi stor1cally had been a source of di soom:fort to Israel. 
But ultim~tely all n ations a.re included in that Judgment which 
will come amidst the darkness of the Day of Yahweh. 
For Ezekiel, in many respects, the Day of Yahweh remains 
quite the same as for the prophets who preceded him. It will 
be the day, first of all, of Judah 1 e own Judgment, but, in the 
end, a uay ot world-upheaval and world-assize. Sign1t1cantly, 
however, we find Ezekiel moving away from a collective emphasis 
4R. H. Charles has a noteworthy d1souae1on of this em-
phasis in Ezekiel's thought. see A Critical History 2L !h!, 
n:>ctr1ne of a Future Lite, p. 61 tt. -- -
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ot Mthe Day" toward a more personalized torm. For him, the Day 
ot Yahweh will be that day on which every individual will stand 
or fall on the basis of the response he has given to Yahweh. 
OBADIAH 
The prophecy of Obadiah, to a large extent, is a deline-
ation of ,hat Yah , eh would mete out upon the supercilious peo-
ple of Edom.6 Tith the shame and dismay Judah was forced to 
endure in such tragedies as the Babylonian Caotivity, Edom 
ottered little sympathy. Contrariwise, hP,r attitude was one 
of rebuff. She surreptitiously concurred in the desolation 
inflicted unon her neighbors to the northwest. 
Edom•e attitude ha d its b asis in the long histories of 
the two neoplee. '!'he feeling between the two was consistent-
ly acrimon1ous.6 Bec8use of th1£, the problem of dating the 
book of Obadiah 1s a secondary one, for the primary concern is 
that, in this prophecy, the long-existent rancor between the 
two peoples is brought to a climax. All that, perhaps, went 
unwritten and unsaid in the long course of Judah's history, 
le here emitted, and the prophecy serves as a sort of funnel 
6The problem of dating the orouhecy of Obadiah prompts 
one to act mostly on the basis of assumption. Thus we have 
t aken the liberty of following those scholars who olace it 
at the time of the Babylonian Captivity. The dating is not 
really essential to this study, a s is pointed out. 
6cf. Pe. 137:7; Lam. 4:21 f; Ezek. 25:12-14; Ezek. 3~:l t; 
Ia. 34:6 ff.; Is. 63:1-6. 
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for all the feelings that took form prior to Obadiah. 
The concept of the Day of Yahweh appears in verse fifteen. 
If the integrity of the book remains unchallenged,? it serves 
as the focal point of the orophecy against Edom. At the same 
time, it is aDparent that, with this verse, the r,ro-phecy turns 
beyond the borders of Tt:dom to the nations as a whole. 
For the day of the Lord 1s near uoon 
all the nations. · 
As you have done, it shall be done to you, 
your dee d s ehall return on your own head. (v. 15) 
The idea t~a t judgment shall be spelled out upon all those 
nations who had ever satiated their appetite of oonque st u9on 
Judah is essential to the latter oart of Obaoi.ah's prophecy. 
For ae you have drunk upon My holy mountain, 
all the nations round about shall drink; 
they shall drink, and stagger, 
and shall be as though they had not been. (v. 16) 
But, the p rophecy ends w1th a positive note. A strong 
promise of deliverance faces the people ot Judah and bolsters 
them in the day of their tragedy. 
But in Mount Zion there shall be those that escape, 
and it shall be holy; 
and the house ot Jacob shall oossees their 
own po see salons. ( v. 17) 
The f act that the oroohecy of Obadiah ends on the note of 
Judah's ultimate victory over her enemies would lead one to 
believe that it marks a return to the earlier popular concept, 
?verses 15-21 a re taken by many to be euoh a shift in 
thought as to indicate a later date for their compilation. 
See H. Wheeler Robinson, 1h!_ Old Testament: ll.l Making~ 
Meaning, p. 119, and 9ellin, Qll• cit., p. 129. 
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which we h ave reviewed above. In th1a the motif would tend 
to be more nationali etio. It 1a a9parent that there are verse a 
which would elicit auoh an observation toward the close ot 
the pronhecy.8 Judah is pictured as taking over the land or 
Edorn 1n strict ful f illment of the l aw or retribution found ln 
verse f i ftee n. 
But, if such an observat i on would stand or not, ~-e have 
1n the nrophecy of Ob adiah, in any case, a departure from 
wh at we h ave f ound in the other prophets we have treated thus 
far. There is seemingly no attempt, on the part ot Obadiah, 
to turn the se archlight of Yahweh's Judgment upon Judah her-
self. Rathe r, the Day of Yahweh will be that day on which 
the ea.me sort of distress with which the heathen nations 
have a fflictP.d Hi s oeop le, will be proportionately meted 
out uoon them. The closest point ot conta~t with the oroph-
ets who p receded him 1 s to be found in the world-wide scope 
of "the Day. " It will be a d ay involving all the na tions. 
At the s ame time, the senoe still permeates the wide soooe, 
that the n ations ,-,111 be Judged because of their cruelty to 
Judah, and tha t the latter be victorious above them all. 
JOEL 
It is not possible, with any fin al amount of exactitude, 
8 cr. 10 rt. 
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to determine the date ot Joel's propheoy.9 For th1e r e ason 
it is simultaneously difficult to sneak ot any external cir-
cumstances, outside of those recorded in the book 1tselt, 
which the proohet may have been forced to undergo. Wha tever 
may have been the f actors prompting the prophecy must be as-
sumed on the ba sis of the internal evidence ot the book it-
self. 
I t becomes apparent upon approaching his oroohecy, tha t 
Joel, to ge t her w1 th his people, had experienced a deva stating 
invas ion of loouets.10 This tragic plague heightened his 
eensitivi~y to some sort of approaching doom, which both he 
and his neople would be constra ined to face. It took a slight 
adjustment in thought to move from the destruction of' this 
plague to t he widespre ad desolation which would accompany the 
Day of Yah ,reh. 
Al a s for the day! 
For the day of the Lord is near, 
and a s destruction from the Almighty it comes. (1:15) 
9The re a sons advanced by many for putting Joel after the 
Exile seem substantial enough for warranting its being pl aced 
at this point in this study. For a concise analysis of these 
reasons see H. Wheeler Robinson, .TI!!!. Old Te s tament: lli Mak-
/ ing ~ Meaning, p . 124 r. Sellin lists the leading scholars 
who stand for a l at~ or en e arly date. see Sellin, Q:Q.• Jtl.l., 
p. 126. 
l01t is our view tha t the historical interpretation of 
the plague is the correct one. Aooording to Peters, the unique 
fact that the prophecy of Joel is called forth not by any world 
movements, but r ather by the locuRt plague, 1s indicative of 
its being written later toward the Persian period, when there 
was, in the main, peace and quiet. see John Punnett Peters, 
.2l2.• ~-, o. 373. 
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It is significant to note that, in the first oart ot 
Joel's prouhecy, his anticipations lie mostly with his own 
peoole. Bec ause of the imminence of the Day ot Yah,eh, he 
is extremely intent tha t they should apply themselves to 
eve ry kind of oreparation. He a~propriately calls for the 
religious activities of the cultus to be set in operation. 
Sanctify a f a st, 
c all a solemn assembly. 
Gathe r the elders 
an d all the inhabitants of the land 
to the house of the Lord your God; 
and cry to t h e Lord. (1:14) 
Conjointly, the instruments employed in the cultus should 
herald the p roximity of "the Day. " 
Blow the trumoet in Zion; 
sound the alarm on my holy mountain. 
Let a ll the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
for the day of the Lord. is coming, it is near. ( 2: 1) 
The ne arness of the Day ot Yahweh calls for the concern ot 
every individual, regardless of status. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
And the bride her chamber. (2:16) 
As for the day itself, Joel depicts it much in the s ame 
terms a s t he o rop hets before him. It will be 
a day of darkness and gloom, 
e. day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like bl ackness there is spread upon the mountains 
a great and oowerful people; 
their like h a e never been from ot old, 
nor will be again aft~r them 
through the years of all generations. (2:3) 
'Ibo this my~terious army is that sp reads desolation in 
the Day of Yahweh is unknown. But 1 t is certain from the 
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prophecy that it spares nothing in destruction, and that it 
will be the agent of Yahweh's punitive activity. 
The earth quakes before them, 
the heavens tremble. 
The sun an d the moon are darkened, 
and t he stars withdraw their shining. 
The Lord utters His voice 
before His a rmy, 
for His ho s t is exceedingly great; 
He tha t executes His worn is powerful. 
For t he day of the Lord is great and very terrible; 
1ho can endure it? ( 2 :10.11) 
As for his own oeople, then, Joel is greatly concerned 
that, before all of this, they repent and seek the me rcy ot 
Yah eh. fi·or it is in Yahweh's nature to bestow mercy. 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
for He is gracious and merciful, 
s low to anger an d abounding in steadfast love, 
and reQents of evil. (2:13) 
And Yahweh will have mercy, and will wipe out the agent ot 
His Judgment for His oeoole 1 s sake. 
I will remove the northerner far from you, 
and drive him into a oarched and desolate land, 
hie front into the eastern sea, 
and hie rear into the western sea; 
the stench and foul smell ot him will rise. (2:20) 
We find, thus, in Joel, a strong emohasis on the hooe ot 
Yahweh' s people before the terrible day. Their hope lies in 
repent ance ruin. in c a sting themselves prostrate before His 
mercy. Yahweh will not act c apriciously "in that day," but 
tho ae tha t seek Him shall find Him, and shall be spared. That 
they might anticipate and know the time of His coming, Joel 
no1nte to the "outpouring of the Soirit" as a concomitant of 




And it shall come to pass afterward, 
tha t I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 
Even uoon the menservants and maidservants 
in those days, I will pour out my spirit. (2:28.29) 
At the s ame time, the a isturbed movements 1n the heavens will 
indic A.te His aporo ac hing d ay. 
And I Hill give portents in the he avens and on 
the e arth, blood and fire and columns ot smoke. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon 
to blood, before the great end terrible day ot 
the Lord comes. ( 2 : 30 . 31) 
In chapter three the coloring becomes distinctly apoca-
lyPtic.11 The reach of the Day of Yahweh spreads beyond Judah 
to the na tions as a whole. All nations will be assembled for 
judgment in the great Valley of Jehoshaphat, a name which des-
ignates the tyoe of activity that will take olace there. Here 
the nations nee d s must be swnmoned to face the wrath of Yahweh. 
For behold, in those days and at that time, when 
I re s tore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I 
will gather all the nations ru1d bring them down 
to t he valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into 
judgment with them there, on account of My oeople 
end My heritage Israel, bec ause they have scattered 
them among the nations, and have divided up My 
land, and have c ast lots for Uy oeoole, and have 
given a boy for a harlot, and have sold a girl 
for wine, and have drunk 1 t. ( 3: 1-3) 
It will be a time of indescribable crisis for the nations. 
Multitudes, multitudes, 
in the valley of decision! 
llAccording to Oeeterley and Robinson, the apocalyptic 
sections in Joel are 1:15; 2:1-11; 2:28-32; 3:1-21. see~ 
Introduction to the Books 2.! the Old Testrunent, o. 356. 
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For the day of the Lord 1 s near 
in the valley ot decision. 
The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shining. (3:14.15) 
But for his own oeople, the Day of Yahweh will be a day 
or their ultimate deliverance. And here again, anocalyotic 
strains break through to describe the promise that is held out 
to them. 
And in that day 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
and the hills shall flow with milk, 
and all the stream beds of Judah 
shall flow with water; 
and a fountain shall come forth from 
the house of the Lord 
and water the valley of Shi ttim. ( 3: 18) 
For Joel, then, the Day of Yahweh apoe ars in deeply cat-
aetroohio terms. His apooaln,tio descriptions ot both the 
cataclysmic disrup tions and the ultimate deliverance or "that 
Day," are unique to hie oropheoy.12 At the same time, it will 
be a day calling for a response from Yahweh's own people, as 
well as from the nations ot the world. It will be a day before 
which the oeople must c ast themselves in utter reliance upon 
Yahweh's goodness. And, for the heathen nations, it will be a 
day on which they are congregated to hear the verdict or Yah-
weh pronounced upon the meaning of their history. And, from 
1t all, will issue forth His own ~eople, the remnant, purified 
and refined. 
12See T. H. Robinson, Prophecy l!!!.S the Prophets in Ancient 
Israel, oo. 193 ft., for a noteworthy discussion ot the varied 




Thie latter note is uniquely depicted by Joel. Hia 
prophecy is replete with the rultillment or this ultimate 
nurpoee. The Day of Yahweh will be that day on which Israel 
will exn er1ence the culmination or her deliverance. Although 
it will be a day of upheaval, yet it will be one •through 
which the children of Zion shall come to see ease and plenty, 
to exoerience the outpouring upon them or the spirit of God, 
and to be joined by their brethren or the dispersion.•13 
MALACHI 
The p roohet Malachi rose to meet a critical situation.14 
The Jews had returned from captivity, and had set about the 
task of reconstruction. In the course of rebuilding their 
home e and the temple, they met with circumstances lrhich damp-
ened their initial concern. They exuerienced locust plagues, 
failure of crops, in addition to the unkindness or the peoole 
who had never been t a.ken along in the Babylonian deoortations. 
Their confidence in Yahweh dwindled, and ultimately gave way 
to a lack of reverence for Him.15 All or tbi e prompted 
Malachi to accumulate the greater part or his message under 
13H. H. Rowley, .Ih!. Relevance of AnooalYptio, p . 24. 
14sewer places Malachi's prophecy about 460 B.C. see 
Julius A. Bewer, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II,• 
p. 73. 
15Ibid. 
the oreaching or the Day of Yahweh. 
Inte rnally, these conditions infected the very structure 
ot the community lite. The prophet points, first ot all, to 
the riests a s precursors ot ramoant indifference. 
A son honors hie f a ther, and a servant his master. 
If then I am a f a ther, where is My honor? And 
if I am a master, where is fy tear? says the Lord 
of hosts to you, O priests, who despise My 
name. ( 1: 6) 
The indifference of the priests had a telling effect up-
on the oe ople, whom they were supposedly to lead. The people 
tended to drift into a lack of concern for e ach other, which 
re ac hed he i ghtened expression in the 1nd1tterence toward the 
solidarity of the marital relationship. 
Have ,-,e not all one father? Has not one God 
created us? lfby then are we faithless to one 
another, profaning the covenant ot our rather? 
Judah ha s been faithless, and abomination has 
been com.mi tted in Israel and in Jerusalem; tor 
Judah h a s o rofaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which 
He loves, and has married the daughter ot a 
foreign god. (2:10 . 11) 
Again the ir lack ot reverence is oointed uo in the niggardly 
attitude toward tithing. 
Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me. But 
you s ay, 1 How are we robbing Thee? 1 In your 
tithes and offerings. (3:8) 
The Day ot the Lord, in view or all of this, is found 
within the context of a shai,,ened admonition. The great need 
ot prepara tion is distinctly within the 9roohet•e mind, tor 
the Day of Yahweh and all tha t 1t involves is dreadfully near. 
For behold, the day comes, burning like an oven, 
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
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stubble; the day that comes shall burn them 
up , s ays the Lord ot hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. (4:1) 
It will be a day ot indictment and remuneration. It, there-
fore, calls for a se rious reenonse from the oeoole. Malachi 
delineates this r e sponse orimarily in Lev1tical terms. 
Remembe r the l aw of My servant Moses, the statutes 
and ordinance a that I commanded him at Horeb 
for all Israel. (4:4) 
It is important to note that, in Malachi, the Day ot Yah-
weh is found within the framework of the coming Messianic Age. 10 
Prior to the Day or Yahweh, there will arise one who will l ead 
the oeople in their preparation, and the coming of this one 
will be an act of Yahweh's grace. 
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the gre a t and terrible day of the Lord 
comes. And he will turn the hearts or fathers 
to their chil<lren and the hearts of children to 
their f a thers, lest I come and smite the land 
w1 th a curse. ( 4:5) 
Thie prophecy thus lends itself as an aopropriate point at 
which to bring to a close our investigation of the Day of Yah-
weh, a s it is emnloyed by various of the prophets. With Mal-
achi's announcement of the ''coming Elijah," whom Jesus l a ter 
16The relationship of the Day of Yah ~,eh to the Me esianic 
expectation would lend itself to fruitful study. er. Briggs' 
comment, •• we have seen that Messianic p rophecy has t wo lines 
of development which run parallel with each other, and never 
coincide under the Old Teetament;--the advent of Yahweh and 
the e.dvent of the seed of the woman, who ia also the seed ot 
Abraham and the seed ot David." C. A. Briggs, Mefsianic 
Pronhecy ( New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 189 ), p. 156. 
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1dentit1es with John the BRot1st 17 it forms an imoortant . . 
transition :from the proohetic writings to the New Testament 
and its further ueage ot the concept. For Malachi, the Day 
ot Yahweh 11nks up with the Messianic promise, to give Israel 
confidence in her prepa ration tor Yahweh's coming. In all 
seriousness, it will be a time of refinement, a time when Is-
rael is t e ated and tried, until the purified element issues 
forth to f ace e xpectantly the Day of Yahweh. As we turn, in 
our final chap t er, to concern ourselves with the theological 
asoects of "thP- no.y, tt Malachi le ads us to see this prophetic 
expectation as i t joins it self to the Meeeianic hope. 
Behold , I send My messenger to orepare the way 
before Me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to Hie temple; the Messenger of the covenant 
1n whom you delight, behold, He is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day ot 
His coming, and who can stand when He ap9ears? 
For He i s like a refiner• a fire and like f ullers' 
soap; He will sit as a refiner and purifier ot 
silver, and He will purify the sons ot Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, till they present 
right offerings to the Lord. (3:1-3) 
17cr . Mk. 9:11-13; Mt. 11:14; Lk. 1:17. 
CHAPTER V 
THEOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE DAY OF YAHWEH 
We turn, in this final chapter, to the task ot eynthe-
s1z1ng some of the observations we have made. we have at-
tempted, thus far, to form some sort of link with the pre-
prophet1o ~r1tinBs, end have looked at those proohets who 
most ororn1nently employ the concept in its formalized pattern. 
It remaine for us to bring together various facets which will 
accordingly result in a general synthesis of the prophetic 
1dea of the Day of Yahweh. 
So f a r vre have h ad no opportunity to concern ourselves 
with the bas ic conceo t of time, as it was viewed by the He-
brews. Since the word Yom is intimately involved in the 
idea of a Day of Yahweh, 1 t le of importance that lre note 
the various shadings of its usage, particularly as this sheds 
light uoon this concept. This will lead us to a more involved 
concern w1 th the content of ••the Day, 11 and also of the uro-
ohetic view of eschatology. 
Time, for the Hebrews, was primarily functional. It was 
never thought of in abstracto, but was always conceived of in 
terms of events ·rhich haopened or were going to haopen on a 
given day. Time was never divorced from their life and his-
tory. Conjointly, their conoeution or time was Rl.ways related 
to Yahweh Himself. This is oa.rticularly forceful in the word 
Yom. For the Hebre"!s, XQm had 1 ta origin 1n Creation. It WE\& 
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here that Yahweh took it upon Himselt to separate light trom 
darkness, and to establish Yom.11 So, in history, and ohietly 
1n their own covenant history, the Hebrews were wont to look 
at Yahweh as the originator and Lord or every day. 
Ladielav Cerny has set down the findings or his detailed 
analysis of the Hebraic conception of Yom with its many-sided 
shadings. 2 T-Iie study indicate a that the word !2!!, in many 
cases, 1s related to a ~roper name or pronoun, to the extent 
that the ''quality of the content" of any particular day is 
affected by these.3 Thus, for example, in Isaiah 9:3, the 
"day of Midian , '' and in Hosea 2: 2, the "day of Jezreel," are 
days in which the kind of content that will fill them 1a in-
dicated by the proper name with which they are asaociated.4 
In similar manner, the Day of Yahweh is to be viewed "as 
one indefinite day in the future without anything being de-
termined either as to its duration or as to its particular 
connection with the definite number of days in the year, but 
originally with its definite content most probably clearly 
l0erhard von Rad, "~~Ee~," Theologisches Worterbuch ,!.B!! 
Neuen Testament, edited by Gerhard Kittel (Zweiter Band; 
Stuttgart: Verlag von w. Kohlhammer, 1935), II, 945-949. 
2Lad1elav Cerny,~· cit., op. 1-26. 
3Jb1d., p. 7. 
4Ib1d. 
60 
de tined. tt 5 
The usage ot Yom in the Day ot Yahweh ia, accordingly, 
not an attemot uoon the oart ot the prophets to indicate 
eny soec1fic period or calendar time, but rather to ooint 
to what they felt the content ot that day would be in terms 
or what they knew concerning the activity ot Yahweh. It 
would deoend on what they believed Yahweh would be doing 
on that day.6 A. B. Davidson sums up the peculiar charac-
ter of this day. 
It is a day that is a special time; and it ie 
the day of the Lord, belongs to Him, is His time 
for working, for manifesting Himselt, tor display-
ing His character, for performing His work--His 
strange work uoon the earth.7 
This le ads us to the problem of the extent to which 
the Day of Yahweh is taken by the prophets to be a day wl thin 
the sphere of history, and the extent to which it becomes 
decisively eechatological. It is apparent, at the outset, 
that this is ot decided importance in attempting to under-
stand the content of the Day of Yahweh. 
Heinisch points out that the phrase, "The Day ot Yah-
weh," "at. times indicated Judgment uoon a specific oeople, 
at other times a series of Judgments inflicted by Yahweh, 
61.Q!.g. 
6J. E. Flson, 2l2• .211•, p. 94. 
7A. B. Davidson, 212, • .2.!!•, p. 374. 
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again at other times the final judgment at the end ot the 
world.~8 From our investigation ot individual proohets in 
the chapters above, we are a.ble to conclude that the histor-
ical unfolding of this day was pointed in their minds. Thus, 
for examnle, the wrath and judgment of the Day of Yahweh le 
frequently sensed as being conveyed through some historical 
agent, acting in the role Yahweh has designated for him. 
At the same time, the reach appears to be toward the 
end of history and the final judgment, which would be con-
summated in the Day of Yahweh. The cataolyamio nature of 
the Day of Y:3hweh indicates a note of finality. As we shall 
point to the dual thread involved in the judgment-promise 
aspects of ''the Day, 11 it might be observed that here, too, 
··re are confronted wl th a double-sided description, a descrip-
tion which immediately appropriates 1 tselt to any extraordi-
nary uoheaval in the flow of history, but ultimately fulfills 
itself in the finality of eschatology. Thus, the prophets 
could, in any events that struck them as being something more 
than ordina_ry, identify certain elements of them with the 
Day of Yahweh. But, at the same time, they could look beyond 
them to the more inexplicable and drastic. The Day of Yahweh 
remained for them essentially within the eohere ot eechatology. 9 
BPaul He1n1sch, TheologY 21. the Old Testament, translated 
b7 William Heidt (Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 
St. John's Abbey, c. 1950), p. 270. 
9A. B. Davidson, ''Eschatology," A D1ot1onarf ot the Bible, 
edited by James Hastings (New York: ~harlea Sor bnerTaSons, 
1901), I, 736. 
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This dual asoect we might term the irnmediate-ul timate thread 
running through the o rophetio expectation ot the Day ot Yah-
weh. 
If the Day of Yahweh, then, appears to be both immediate 
and consummate in the p rophets, it remains tor us to look 
more closely a t the nature ot Hthe nay• and its content. Thie 
has been an object ot profound concern upon the oart ot Old 
Testament scholars, and the literature on the subject le p ro-
lifio.10 
The Day of Yahweh, as we have indicated in our second 
and third chap ters, 1e a common point at which the prophe ts 
congregate. Al thoug h we specifically limited our treatment 
to tho ee who employ the formalized phrase, "The Day ot Yah-
~mh, Hit is to be noted that the same theme permeates other 
prophets who do not use it. The Day of Yahweh becomes the 
point at which all the prophets tend to interpret the destiny 
ot Israel and the n a tions of the world. In the words ot C. H. 
0:>dd, " ·Iha teve r events the Old Testament prophets may indicate 
as impending, these events are tor them eign1f1e ent as ele-
ments in the coming ot • the Day ot the L-ord." 1 ull 
Conjointly, 1e have observed in our first chap ter, that 
lOcr. Cerny, .s;w_ • .211•, pp . 27-52, and H. Wheeler Robin son, 
Inspiration .fill!! Revelation !!l. the Old Testament, 9P• 138-143 
tor general overview of the significant contributions on this 
subject. 
llc. H. Do dd, .I1:!!. Apostolic Preachinf ~ .!ll Developments 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton Ltd., 1936, p . 13. 
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the idea of the Day ot Yahweh was existent in the oooular 
mind nrior to the prophets. / It remained tor the latter, how-
ever, to set it in the sphere ot ethics and to give it uni-
versal bearing.12 For the prophets it became a decidedly 
theooentric concep t, to be viewed from Yahweh's o~m point ot 
view, and to be interpreted in terms ot how Hie will would 
manifest itself on "that Day." 
This 1 a the point at which we must oonoern ourselves with 
the content of the Day of Yahweh. The problem is the extent 
to which Yahweh's will would appear to be that ot Judgment or 
deliverance "in His day." This problem, of course, is accen-
tuated in prooort1on to the amount of criticism accepted in 
regard to those sections of the prophetic literature which 
are under que stion.13 In any case, the problem remains as 
one to be resolved in any conoern with this concept. 
The Day of Yahreh ie t aken by many to be easentiall7 a 
day of doom and Judgment. Ini tiall7, we might B87, this ob-
servation would aooear to have some warrant. From our treat-
ment ot the o roohets above, we are led to believe that some 
are more emDhatic in their descrip tions of doom end less so 
in their deo ictions of deliverance'/ whereas, tor others, the 
12R. H. Charles, 21?.• ill.· , P• 85. 
13we have indic ated, at several points, the fact that 
many of the hooe sections in the prophets are considered to 
be suspect by certain scholars. 
54 
inverse holds true.14 Some scholars have even been l ed to 
observe tha t the Day or Yahweh in the pre-ex111o orovheta 
was more a aay or Judgment, while to the exilio and oost-
exilic proohets, it took on more of the promise aspects.15 
And yet, though in some of the proohets we have con-
sidered the note of deliverance would seem to be lees prom-
inent, in the larger context it always aopears to manifest 
itself. This ~ould seem to be the case, even where every 
allowance i s made for the possibility of emendations and 
apoendages . H. •Jheeler Robinson has made the significant 
observati on, which we note here in oart. 
The emphasis of the pre-exilic pronhets falls on 
sin and judgment, but the ideas of grace and 
salvation are a l most always present, even where 
we have fully allowed for later additions under 
this head. The very threat of punishment 1a 
implicitly a call for repentance and an opportunity 
for it. There is to be a happy future for the 
ri ghteous, because nenitent and sifted, remnant.16 
Tha t both judgment and deliverance a eoeots recur in the 
prophetic descrin tion of the Day of Yahweh, would lend sun-
port to the observation made in the first chapter, that es-
14If, for examole, the oroohecies of Amos and Joel are 
set side by side, the contrast becomes aoparent in this very 
resoect. An even greater contrast would appear it Obadiah 
were set nex t to Amos. 
15cr. R. H. Charles, Qll· .£!.!., o. 101, and J. M. P. aD1th, 
"The Day of Yahweh," p . 518. 




sentially the "Yahweh ot old" is the same Yahweh who is pic-
tured as coming 11 1n tha t Day. 11 Even as, in pre-prophetic 
history, He 1e dep icted as a God who both Judges and delivers, 
so al eo in the orophe t e , •·re meet Him in the same manner. 
The dual t hr e ad of the Day of Yahweh thus seems to be 
the best explane.tion of His activity ''in that Day." For the 
prophets, He will come both to Judge and to deliver. And 
yet, the l atte r will not be capr1c1ously dispensed. If there 
1s to be deliverance, it will be stringently within the frame-
work of pe rsonal accountabil1 ty. Deliverance will be meted 
out upon t he righteous, and only them. The arousal to repen-
tance, in the f ace ot Judgment, le an essential facet ot pro-
phetic p reaching. For the righteous, the Day ot Yahweh will 
be 11 a day of s alva tion through Judgment."17 They, together 
w1 th all o there, will face the drastic nature or "the Day, '' 
but their deliverance will come to fruition "on its other 
side." Th us, the hope that is held out before Yahweh's peo-
ple, is not a ho pe divorced from Yah~mh's own nuroose and will. 
It is not a hope tha t fosters complacency. The hope of the 
Day of Yahweh is a hope "which 1s willing to race the terrors 
of His coming for that which shall follow upon 1t. nl8 
It is significant to note the complements the various 
prophets use in connection with the Day of Yahweh. A wide 
17A. B. Davidson, .!b!, Theology Sl.t_ !a!, Old Testament, p. 377. 
l8Ib1d., p . 376. 
-
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spread or terms are used to characterize the extremely unique 
aspects of 11the Day. 1119 General descriptions picture it as 
a great and terrible day. Astronomical and other terms re-
lated to the natural order depict the upheaval that will ac-
company it. Psychological terms describe the emotion ot Yah-
weh, and social and cultic terms indicate its extent. All of 
this, of course, would serve to substantiate the observation 
that it is a concep t that attracted the prophets as a whole. 
It is a ooint a t which the prophets achieve a unitive experi-
ence, a ooint a t which their theology aggregates under a com-
mon expecta tion. 
But the noint must be made emphatically, to do Justice 
to the n ro phete, that they did not speak or the Day ot Yahweh 
apart from the course of history itself. To a certain extent, 
their orophecy must be viewed from the standpoint ot a Sitz 
1m. Leben. It was not detached from the events which Israel 
was seeing transpire before her eyes. 
Prophecy never lived and throve in a vacuum; it 
had to have something to interpret. It found 
God, but it found Him 1n the course of actual events; 
it was stirred to utterance by them, and was~never 
born of isolation and detachment from them.20 
Thus, when there oocured before them a "quickening of the 
19For a useful t able illustrating the various descrip-
tive comp lements, see the Appendix in Cerny, .2:Q.• £!!., p. p . 
106-107. 
20H. Wheeler Robinson, .!B!, Q!g Testament: .!!.I Making 
J!DS Meaning, p. 85. 
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currents of providence in any direction, whether ot Judgment 
or salvation, the nresentiment filled their minds that it was 
the beginning of the day of the Lord. 11 21 
Perhaps the strongest complement suggested by the oroph-
ets to the Day of Ya hweh is, therefore, its proximity. Al-
ways, 11 the Day" for them is dreadfully near. Thil may be 
eXplainable not so much by any crass observations regarding 
the personalities of the prophets, as by the very nature of 
prophecy itself. Prophecy was to depict the activity of Yah-
weh toward His oeo
1
ple as this would unfold itself in the fu-
ture. It was, consequently, in the very nature of proohecy 
to identify itself with that which was pressing toward ful-
fillment. Nothing in prophecy was tar removed from the point 
at which o rophecy was made. The use ot the "prophetio per-
feot11 serves to indicate the intensity ot this oharaoteriatic 
of orophecy. H. Wheeler Robinson remarks: "Thought is al-
ways oressing into action, and finds its expression most nat-
urally for the Hebrew in the contemolation ot the act as al-
ready pe rformea.1122 
We have, therefore . in the Day of Yahweh, a most fruit-
ful expectation. It is a reality which the prophets kept 
alive for their own people and the heathen nations ot the world. 
21A. B. Davidson,~ Theology QL the Q!!! Testament, 
p. 379. 
22tt. Wheeler Robinson, Insniration ~ Revelation in !hf. 
Q!g_ Testament, p. 137. 
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In a sense, it may be s aid that the oroohecy tult1lled 1tselt 
immediately a t certa in cat a strophic points in Israel's histo-
ry. But not finally. The esohatologioal aspects ot the Day 
ot Yahweh recur a t certain points 1n the New Testament. The 
Church, to remain true to every f acet of her t a sk, must be 
about the business of making peroetual preparation for "the 
Day• '' It f ac e e her alike w1 th proohetic seriousne es. Her 
message is to recount its imminence and scope, and to reit-
erate for her members the exoectation ot the Apostle Paul: 
But as far a s times and seasons go, my brothers, 
you don't need written instructions. You are well 
a •rare tha t the day of the Lord will come as 
unexoectedly ae a burglary to a householder. When 
men a re s aying ''Peace and seouri ty" catastrophe 
will sweep down upon them as suddenly and inescapably 
a s birthpa.ngs to a pregnant woman. 
But because you, my brothers, are not living 1n 
darkness the Day cannot take you completely by 
surprise. After all, burglary only takes place 
a t night! You are all sons of light, sons ot the 
day, and none of us belong to darkness or the night. 
Let us then never fall into the sleep that stupefies 
the rest of the world; let us keep awake with our 
wits about us. Night is the time for sleep and 
the time when men get drunk, but we men ot the 
daylight should be alert, with faith and love as 
our breastplate and the hope Qt our salvation as 
our helmet. (I Thees. 5:1-8)23 
23J. B. Phillip s, Letters I2. Young Churches (New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1951), p . 137. 
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